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MEMORAMBtJM FOB MR. McGEOIGB BUHDY 
THE MITE HOSE 


Subject : Reply to Prise Minister Ben-Gurion 


We enclose the proposed text of a reply by the 
President to Prise Minister Ben-Gurion’s letter of 
April 26. The approved reply will be delivered to 
the Ambassador of Israel in the form of a note for 
transmission to the Prime Minister. We plan to tele¬ 
graph the text to Ambassador Barbour for hi® informa¬ 
tion. 


William B. Connett, Jr. 

William B. Brubeck 
Executive Secretary 
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Following verbatim text letter from President to Prime Minister 
Ben-Gurion. 

f/' 

”1 hasten to reply to your message of April 26. Let me assure you 

t - ' ' 

again of our own deep concern over the\ security and integrity of Israel. 

$ 

We are watching closely the current developments in the Arab world, and 
seeking to ensure that they do not take a form dangerous to the security of 
any nation in the area. We have Israel’s defense problems very much in 
mind in this regard. 

"I strongly agree with you that the preservation of peace in the Middle 
East is an interest x^hich both our nations deeply share. I also agree with 
your view that in and of itself the aspiration toward unity among the Arabs 
is not something to which we should be opposed, if it results from free 
choice among the Arabs. At the same time, we have publicly stated and 
shown by action on many occasions that we support those Arab states which 
may prefer to remain independent and whose freedom of action may be 
jeopardized. We have recently reiterated our position on this point in 
the appropriate capitals, and I believe that our cautionary statements 
will not be ignored. Both our countries must continue to be alert to all 
the developing implications of the current movement for'Arab unity; the 
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is tin® t® w®rk for increased stability with a somewhat longer view of the 

•$ . 

problem. 

'*lt is in fact the prospect® of the longer view which seats most serious 
to ns. The danger which we foresee is not so much that of an early Arab attack 
a® that of a successful development of advanced offensive systems which, as y@« 
say;, could, not be dealt with by presently available mean®. 1 have expressed 
before my deep personal conviction that reciprocal and competitive, development 
of §«eh weapons would dangerously threaten the stability of the area. I believe 
that we should consider carefully together how such a trend can be forestalled. 
"Both in this longer view and in the immediate context of possible 



sited States to develop effective relations with the Arab states are in fact 


the Arab countrieffi themselves. These effective relations, in my judgment, have 
significant ly increased oar influence with Arab leaders, and this influence is 
always exercised in behalf of the peace of the area and with full regard for the 
security ©f Israel, thus I really cannot agree with the suggestion that oar 
limited economic assistance to the United Arab Republic can be considered as a 
force which serves 8 to set the Russian ami in motion against Israel when the 
opportunity offers. * If this were our view, obviously, we would never have began 
®r continued such assistance. Our own belief is that in reality these economic 
relations reduce the dangerous influence of the Soviet Union and serve a® a 
restraint on any Arab action which might be destructive to the peace of the area 
and the interests ©f the United States. And of course, as you know, we have 
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